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A special video introduction by Gerald Celente. Click here to access the video. 


ECONOMIC UPDATE 


MORE CHEAP MONEY - MORE CHEAP TRICKS 


Another week, another stream of mainstream media headlines that simplify complex 
economic and geopolitical facts and factors, distilling them down to a reason or two as 
to why markets move and economies shift. 


Last week, for example, after the Dow slumped on Tuesday, 8 October after reports of 
failing trade negotiations between the U.S. and China, markets rebounded when 
President Trump tweeted brighter trade deal prospects. 


However, the markets closed out on Friday, 11 October losing some gains following 
reports the deal would be achieved in “phases.” 


Then yesterday, 14 October, the Dow opened flat on news that China wanted another 
round of talks before signing phase one of the trade deal. 


With U.S. companies seeking alternative manufacturing sources, imports from 
“Communist” Vietnam (where America launched a deadly war that killed some four 
million Vietnamese and some 60,000 U.S. soldiers) rose 34 percent this year. 


Subsequently, exports from “Communist” China to the United States fell 10.7 percent 
from a year earlier, while U.S. imports to China dropped 26.4 percent during that 
period. 


TRENDPOST: Trade wars rattling the markets? Trade wars destabilizing the global 
economy? Trade wars as the reason global indicators hit their lowest in three years 
according to the World Trade Organization? 


Nope. 
Trade is healthy. Just the “traders” have changed. 


It’s business as usual, but just with other nations... as manufactures seek cheaper labor 
and Chinese alternatives. 


TREND FORECAST: As long forecast by Gerald Celente, the oncoming “Greatest 
Depression” is not trade related. It is a result of the monetary methadone-addicted 
equity markets and economies that have been artificially pumped up with heavy doses 
since the Panic of 08. 

And it continues. 


As previously detailed in the Trends Journal, the Federal Reserve began pumping 
hundreds of billions into overnight repo operations following a shortage of cheap cash 
in the financial system, which pushed the overnight rate from around 2.2 percent to 
10 percent on 16 and 17 September. 


First saying they would extend repo loans to 10 October, they pushed the date to 4 
November and now to at least January 2020, and they will be buying Treasury bills “at 
least into the second quarter of next year.” 


Don’t Call a Spade a Spade 


According to Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell, The Fed buying $60 billion of 
Treasury bills the first month and insisting operations will be “organic” is not 
quantitative easing? 


The fourth round of QE4 has begun. 


It clearly demonstrates the failure of the QE, negative/zero interest rates, and cheap 
money schemes that have artificially propped up markets and economies. 


It also clearly demonstrates the corrupt, corrosive being of Central Banksters. 


Indeed, for the whole world to see — but hidden from the public by the complicit 
corporate media and their Presstitutes — are the current Fed Banksters injection of 
hundreds of billions of dollars into repo markets each week to feed the Wall Street 
gamblers’ (not commercial banks) addiction. 


TREND FORECAST: Before The Presidential Reality Show ends in November 2020, 
we forecast that U.S. interest rates will be in the zero-to-negative range. 


The "Cheap Money" trend will continue to escalate globally. Central banks around the 
world will continue their attempts to plug the holes in the economic bubble that is 
ready to explode into the “Greatest Depression.” 


Because of the slowdown, 56.5 percent of the central banks reduced interest rates in 
the third quarter, and many are hitting record lows and/or submerging into negative 
territory 


The more monetary methadone injected into the system, the lower interest rates will 
slide. The “Gold Bull Run,” which we forecast on 6 June 2019, will continue to run. 


It should be noted that central banks’ purchasing of gold, which has increased the 
most in 50 years, continues. China, the world’s second largest economy, added 100 
tons to its reserves over the past ten months. 


ECONOMIC FEAR FACTOR 


It was reported the week of 7 October that Kristalina Georgieva, the new Managing 
Director of the International Monetary Fund, asked staff members to analyze the risks 
of a prolonged period of negative interest rates and what the “exit strategy” might be. 


“Prolonged low rates also come with negative side-effects and unintended 
consequences,” Ms. Georgieva observed. “Think of pension funds and life insurance 
companies that are taking on more risky investments to meet their return objectives.” 


She said, “In 2019, we expect slower growth in nearly 90 percent of the world. The 
global economy is now in a synchronized slowdown.” 


With the world having taken on some $250 trillion in debt, she warned that “in some 
countries, firms are using low rates and building up debt to fund mergers and 
acquisitions instead of investing. Our new analysis shows that if a major downturn 
occurs, corporate debt at risk of default would rise to $19 trillion, or nearly 40 percent 
of the total debt in eight major economies. This is above the levels seen during the 
financial crisis.” 


TRENDPOST: Follow the money! Investors yanked $60 billion out of stock funds in 
the third quarter. This was the heaviest outflow of money, leaving stock funds in a 
single quarter, since 2009's Great Recession. 


INDIA'S BANK HOLIDAY? 


One of India’s most popular banks, Punjab & Maharashtra Co-operative Bank, with 
deposits of nearly $1.5 billion, lent most of its money to a Mumbai real estate company 


now in bankruptcy. As a result, the Reserve Bank of India had to step in and take 
control of PMC Bank. 


The central bank also announced depositor withdrawal restrictions of 40,000 rupees 
($561), which allows 77 percent of the bank’s customers to withdraw their entire 
account balance. 

Aware of previous problems in India’s banking system, when Infrastructure Leasing 
and Financial Services Limited (IL&FS), which had been Triple-A rated, collapsed last 
year, these actions have spread fear of a larger weakness among depositors in India’s 
banks. 


There is a fear among depositors that banks will fail, the government will call a bank 
holiday, and their deposits will be lost. 


BUBBLE, BUBBLE, OIL AND TROUBLE 


Following the drone strike on Saudi oil fields by Houthis on 14 September, Brent 
crude spiked some 15 percent to over $66 per barrel, the largest one-day increase ever 
recorded. 


As we go to press on 15 October, Brent crude is around $59 a barrel. With supply 
continuing to outpace demand and despite having cut oil production 1.02 million 
barrels a day — blaming trade wars, Brexit, and recession fears - OPEC pledged to 
further reign in oil production when they next meet on 5 December. 


Because of sanctions Washington imposed on Iran and Venezuela, plus the drone 
attacks on Saudi oil, the U.S. set a new record the week of 7 October by providing 
Europe some 1.8 million barrels of oil a day. 


Yet, despite the slowdown in oil demand, shipping costs have reached an 11-year 
high, a result of American “blacklisting” of Chinese supertank operator, Cosco, accused 
of illicitly shipping Iranian crude. 


TREND FORECAST: Unless major war breaks out in the Middle East, oil supply 
supply will still exceed demand as the global economies continue to retract. 


STATESIDE STATISTICS 


The Average Joe’s Main Squeeze 


The U.S. labor market is trending down. The number of jobs created in August fell 4 
percent from the same time a year earlier, to 7.1 million. 


The job numbers in June and July also fell. The last time jobs dropped three straight 
months in a row was in 2009. 


New jobs are only averaging 161,000 a month this year, whereas they were 223,000 in 
2018. 


And the layoffs continue. 


General Motors cut 49,000 workers in the U.S. and 4,500 in Canada, claiming as well 
that a “parts shortage” from strikes in U.S. caused another loss of 415 positions in 
Mexico. 


Their talks are not going well with the UAW. 


Mack Truck assembly plant workers are set to go on strike the week of 14 October 
regarding wages, health care and prescription drug coverage, and work scheduling. 
This is Mack Truck’s first strike since 1984. 


Victoria’s Secret is letting go of 15 percent of employees from its Columbus, OH 
headquarters. Rather than blaming the slowdown as part of the “Pall on the Malls,” 
increased online shopping, and its dying brand, they absurdly blame its decrease in 
profits on its connection with Jeffrey Epstein, claiming shoppers are “at odds with the 
consumer tastes in the ‘Me Too’ era.” 


Illustrating the severity of its slowdown, retailers hire, not fire, employees before the 
Christmas shopping season. 


It's No Secret 


Beyond Victoria's Secret, economic warning flags, as we've noted, are signaling 
trouble ahead. 


A new study conducted by Harvard and the University of Chicago showed that when 
private equity companies take over public companies, employment drops about 13 
percentage points over two years, mostly due to job losses when factories shut down. 


This is not good news for the American labor force, seeing that public companies are 
being bought out at a record rate. These buyouts also contribute to a 1.7 percent 
decline in average wages at the target company. 


Once envied across the globe as the land of the entrepreneur, the Bigs keep getting 
bigger. The number of public companies in the U.S. have dropped to 4,400 from 8,000 
in 1996. 


As the U.S. public sector shrinks, China’s expands. Doubled up from a decade ago and 
up tenfold over last two decades, there are now 4,800 public Chinese companies. 


Home Free 
Lowered interest rates are not putting potential homeowners into the home stretch. 


Mortgage rates (averaging 3.57% the week of 14 October) are not linked to interest 
rates but rather to yields on Treasury bonds, which aren’t dropping at the same rate. 


Since June, Treasury rates fell 0.4 percent but mortgage rates only 0.16 percent — the 
highest gap between these two rates in more than seven years. 

Yet, with wages basically flat and burdened down with massive piles of debt, the 
“Own Your Home" trend remains on a downward trajectory. 


Cheap Money, More Debt 


Spurred by the low interest rates, U.S. companies are expected to sell more corporate 
bonds, as indicated by a 38 percent increase in September from the previous month for 
requests for corporate debt identification codes. 


U.S. corporate bond issuance totaled $1.04 trillion, up 16 percent from the same period 
last year. Companies such as Apple, Walt Disney, and Coca Cola have been prompted 
to sell corporate bonds. 


The rise in government-issued bonds is attributed to yet another Fed interest rate cut 


for third time this year, expected at the end of October... and, as we forecast, will 
bring them to negative/zero by November 2020. 


BYE BYE BUCKS? 


IMF data show that central banks are subtly ditching the dollar. 


Goldman Sachs reports dollar reserves slipped 4 percentage points in 2017 and 2018. 
Still the coin of the global realm, two-thirds of world currency reserves and securities 
issuance are denominated in the dollar, compared to only about 20 percent for the 
euro and 2.1 percent for the Chinese yuan. 


Yet foreign governments are considering buying and selling oil with the euro to 
prevent the U.S. from intervening in foreign policy. 


Just this week, Russia’s economic minister said they were taking measures to be paid 
in euros and robules for its energy exports. “We have a very good currency. It’s stable. 
Why not use it for global transactions?” He said, “We want oil and gas sales in roubles 
at some point.” 


TREND FORECAST: Should the petrodollar be abandoned and oil be purchased by 
countries across the globe using their own currencies, we forecast it will be the 
beginning of the end of dollar dominance. 


Considering the coming of the “Greatest Depression,” the euro and Chinese yuan will 
remain too weak to threaten a greater share of the global currency market. 

In fact, there is growing discord in Europe over the monetary policy of the European 
Central Bank (ECB). 


Infighting has erupted over restarting the ECB’s bond-buying program last month. In a 
leaked letter, members of a monetary policy committee advised against current 


measures, revealing that Germany, France, Holland, Slovenia, and Estonia were 
against the QE bond purchases. 


GEOPOLITICAL ROUNDUP 


TURKEY INVADES, TRUMP FEELS POLITICAL HEAT 


Last Wednesday, Turkish President, Recep Tayyip Erdogan launched a military 
offensive into Northern Syria. He said the attack was “to crash the terrorist 
organization in a couple of days in all of the operation zone.” 

The “terrorist organization” he referred to, the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), are 
Kurdish allies of the United States. 


Erdogan claims the SDF are causing security issues on its Northern border with Syria. 
Turkey’s invasion followed an agreement between Presidents Trump and Erdogan that 
the United States would withdraw troops from the area and would not resist the 
Turkish invasion. 

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said the President has not abandoned the Kurds, 


but he wanted to make sure the small number of American troops on the border (50- 
100) were out of harm’s way. 
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U.S. military spokespersons stated the United States was not taking sides. But up until 
shortly before the Turkish invasion, the U.S. was supplying military intelligence to 
Turkey, who is a NATO ally. 


The reaction to Trump’s withdrawal of troops and acceptance of Turkey’s invasion of 
Syria drew immediate criticism from both sides of the Congressional aisle. 


Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) said Trump’s capitulation would be “a grave mistake with 
implications far beyond Syria.” 


Senator Mitt Romney (R-UT) said, “The President’s decision to abandon our Kurd 
allies in the face of an assault by Tukey is a betrayal.” 


And Senator Lindsay Graham (R-SC) blasted the president, stating, “I expect an 
American president to do what is in our national security interest” and went on to 
compare abandoning the Kurds to be even worse than the U.S. abandoning South 
Vietnam. 


“We could not have defeated the ISIS caliphate without Kurdish fighters,” proclaimed 
Democratic Senator, Chris Murphy, from the “liberal” state of Connecticut. 


And while the U.S. prides itself on being a Democracy of “We the People,” its rule and 
ruination by the Military/Industrial/Intelligence Complex was brought to center stage 
as Pentagon officials and former Intelligence Agency heads, now Presstitutes for the 
mainstream media, harshly criticized Trump’s agreement with Erdogan and for 
withdrawing troops. 

PUBLISHER'S NOTE: It should be noted the United States falsely claims and 
Presstitute media constantly sells that the SDF were hired to help fight ISIS. 


They weren t. 


The hard fact is that the Kurdish fighters were paid by the U.S. in its effort, begun by 
President Barrack Obama, to overthrow the Syrian government of Bashar al-Assad. 


Also absent from media coverage is that [SIS emerged in reaction to the deadly wars 


launched by America and its allies, who have slaughtered millions and destroyed 
entire nations. 
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There was no ISIS betore President George W. Bush, and the United States Congress 
invaded Iraq based on false evidence and outright Lies. 


Further ignored by the media is how these radical Islamists were used by the United 
States, France, and the U.K. to help overthrow the Muammar Qaddafi of Libya and 
then sent to help overthrow Assad in Syria. 


PUBLISHER'S NOTE: Last Sunday, 13 October, Kurdish forces in northern Syria 
announced a new alliance with the government of Bashar al-Assad. Again, 
considering that prior to Turkey s latest invasion into Syria, the Kurds were paid 
mercenaries by the U.S. to overthrow Assad, it further clearly proves the total 
dysfunction and failure of United States regime change policies that have killed 
million, destroyed entire nations, and cost trillions of tax payer money. 


PUBLISHER'S NOTE: Turkey s invasion of Syria is illegal under international law. 
They've been fighting the Kurds for decades. 


Since the establishment of Turkey in 1923, there have been periodic massacres of 
Kurds by Turkish troops. 


OCCUPY PEACE? NOT FOR TOP DEMOCRATS 


Joe Biden, a Democratic frontrunner in The Presidential Reality Show, with “More 
Murder, No Peace on Earth” as his mantra, he, too, attacks President Trump’s 
Turkish/Syrian policies. 


Biden, with his long track record of supporting and encouraging wars, declared, "He 
[Trump] betrayed our brave troops, who sacrificed alongside them.... He betrayed our 
word as a nation — raising doubts among our allies around the world about America's 
security commitments." 


“Betrayed our brave troops?” 
You mean the troops, many of them from poor families who, once they leave the 
military, are committing suicide at the rate of 22 a day because of the hell of killing 


innocent people in foreign nations they have been sent to? 
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And Elizabeth Warren, the “liberals” favorite “progressive” candidate, tweeted: 
“Trump recklessly betrayed our Kurdish partners and cleared the way for Turkey’s 
invasion of Syria — reopening the door for ISIS.” 


“Kurdish partners? 
Partners in crime. 
Yes. 


Mercenaries: an illegal war, paid for by American taxpayers to illegally overthrow a 
foreign leader of a democratically-elected government, which was launched by then- 
President Obama and his “band of lady hawks” Samantha Powers and Susan Rice. 


Where are all the “progressives” of the United States? 


Regardless of their party affiliations, why are they not supporting President Trump’s 
desire to live by his campaign pledge to bring the troops home wherever possible? 


Why are they not cheering his tweet?: “The United States has spent EIGHT TRILLION 
DOLLARS fighting and policing in the Middle East. Thousands of our great soldiers 
have died or been badly wounded. Millions of people have died on the other side. 
GOING INTO THE MIDDLE EAST IS THE WORST DECISION EVER MADE...IN 
THE HISTORY OF OUR COUNTRY! We went to war under a false and now 
disproven premise, WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION.” 


Why isn’t Congress, the media, and We the People supporting his stated desire to “end 
the endless wars?” 


WELCOME BACK 9/11? 
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Almost immediately after pulling out troops from Syria and pledging to “end the 
endless wars” and that it was “time for us to get out” of Middle East conflicts, 
President Trump got America in deeper. 


Last Friday, he ordered some 3,000 additional U.S. troops and two squadrons of fighter 
jets to Saudi Arabia. The “official” reason for the troop surge was the drone attack on 
the Saudi refinery last month. 


Blaming Iran for that attack despite not presenting any credible evidence, U.S. 
Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo, called it “an act of war.” 


Defense Secretary Mark Esper stated that the military move was a strategy for dealing 
with the “heightened threat” from Iran. 


It should be noted, but long forgotten, it was reported that 15 of the 19 hijackers who 
brought down the World Trade Center and hit the Pentagon on 9/11 were Saudis. 


The major reason cited by Saudi al-Qaeda for attacks, which killed close to 3,000 and 


injured over 6,000, was the presence of U.S. troops in their Holy Land. 
Welcome back. 
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HONG KONG UPDATE AND CRACKDOWN 


Week 19: Massive anti-government protests continue to escalate and turn more 
violent. 


Stores, banks, and properties perceived to be connected with Beijing were vandalized, 
and a subway station was hit with gas bombs, shutting down service. 


Reacting to the anti-mask law, which the city government imposed to help identify 
protestors, demonstrators continued taking to the streets despite the increased police 
crackdown. 


In response, a group of leading Hong Kong lawyers, human rights advocates, and 
journalists issued statements strongly condemning excessive police retaliatory tactics 
seen in multiple videos of injured demonstrators. 

“Bones ground Powder” 

With tensions between protesters and government police intensifying, last Sunday, 
China’s leader, Xi Jinping, in a foreign ministry statement, said, "Anyone who 
attempts to split any region from China will perish, with their bodies smashed and 


bones ground to powder." 


An Apple a Day Keeps Freedom Away 
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Helping to further flex its anti-protest measures, the Chinese state newspaper, China 
Daily, harshly criticized Apple for allowing an app to be downloaded from its digital 
store, claiming it was “toxic software” because it “allows the rioters in Hong Kong to 
go on violent acts.” 


They condemned the app, HKmaps, because it shared information about the location 
of the Hong Kong police force, which authorities claimed protesters were using so 
they could attack the police. 


The app’s creators stated there was no evidence that HKmap targets violence against 
police or threatens public safety in any way. They cited similar apps available in 
Apple’s online store, such as WAZE, downloaded by motorists to avoid traffic jams, 
cameras, and speed traps. 


Apple’s chief executive, Tim Cook, had the app removed after receiving “credible 
information” from Hong Kong authorities “that the app was being used maliciously to 
target individual officers for violence and to victimize individuals and property where 


no police are present.” 


Also bowing to pressure, last week Google removed a game from its site that allows 
players to role-play as a “Hong Kong protester.” 


Google then issued a statement that the game, “The Revolution of Our Times,” 
violated rules to “sensitive events.” 


But social media was immediately flooded with angry comments about how Apple and 
Google were more concerned with making profits in the lucrative Chinese market 
than supporting freedom and democracy. 

PUBLISHER'S NOTE: Apple then. Apple Now. 


What a difference a few decades make. 


Once upon a time, in the early days of the Digital Age, Apple shined as a powerful 
platform for freedom. 
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Back in the 1984, when the Apple personal computer was first being mass produced, it 
ran a Super Bowl ad the public loved, went on to win major awards, and catapulted 
the Apple brand into the minds of millions. 


The commercial, called “1984,” referred not just to the actual year of its broadcast, but 
to the famous dystopian novel, “1984” by George Orwell, which warned of totalitarian 
government control of society. 

Orwell painted a future of “Thought Police” persecuting individuality, creativity, and 
independent thinking. A society where people would conform and bow down to the 
demands of a mind-oppressing government. 


Doublethink, thought crime, Newspeak, secret surveillance, and official deception 
were some of the ways Big Brother controlled the masses and squelched rebellion. 


In the Super Bowl Apple commercial, a woman track athlete, wearing a tank top with 
the Apple logo and holding a sledgehammer as she's running, is being chased by 
members of the Thought Police. 


She races in a large auditorium filled with a brain-dead audience obediently and 
emotionlessly staring at Big Brother on the screen. 


With the Thought Police close behind, she whirls around, hurling the sledgehammer 
into the screen, destroying it... and the image of the authoritarian figure. 


A voiceover is heard saying, "On January 24th, Apple Computer will introduce 
Macintosh. And you'll see why 1984 won t be like '1984*" 


Apple's message, as was that of the new digital world, was that the Internet was a 
beacon for freedom and was an antidote to government-controlled conformity and big 
business monopoly. 

Apple 2.0 

Thirty-five years later, in 2019, Apple cowardly is obeying Big Brother. From China to 
America, across the globe, in countries large and small, freedom of the Internet is 


ancient history. 


Censorship Rules. 
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It is one of our Top 10 Trends for 2019: Censorship 2.0 


And Big Brother’s in control. 


He knows every step, every face, every word... and soon every thought of everybody. 


PUBLISHER'S NOTE: Big Brother's gone global. 
He's at home in the U.S. 


Last year, the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court found aspects of the FBI's 
warrantless internet-surveillance program to be illegal. 


Only now has this ruling been publicized after the government lost an appeal of the 
judgement before another secret court. 


This is one of the few court rulings that have gone against U.S. spying programs since 
they were significantly expanded after the attacks of 9/11. 


The case centered on the FBI improperly prying into the lives of Americans through a 
National Security Agency (NSA) database that the court said violated the Fourth 
Amendment of the Constitution, which prohibits “unreasonable searches and 
seizures.” 


The court identified tens of thousands of improper searches conducted by the FBI 
between 2017 and 2018. 


The vast majority of courts have confirmed the right of the federal government to spy 
on non-U.S. citizens who are in contact with Americans in the U.S., even though 
these searches end up collecting private data on the Americans being contacted. 


Further solidifying our “Censorship 2.0” trend, according to the Office of the Director 


of National Intelligence, warrantless searches of Americans’ phone calls, texts, and 
emails more than doubled in 2018 compared to 2015. 
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Big Brother's reach will continue to spread as new technologies provide deeper access 
into every aspect of our Lives. 


OVER EIGHT MILLION IN ZIMBABWE FACE FAMINE 


The UN World Food Program has issued a warning that Zimbabwe is "marching 
towards starvation." 


Decades of dictatorial rule and government mismanagement, and now faced with 
severe drought conditions, have created a serious national health emergency. 
This comes on top of the worst economic crisis in the country since the military 
takeover occurred in 2017. 


Deep in depression, the new Zimbabwe dollar has lost over 50 percent of its value 
since it was first issued earlier this year while inflation has soared 289 percent. 


Their food crisis is further hampered by severe infrastructure problems including 
antiquated railways and roads in disrepair, which delay deliveries of foreign food. 


TREND FORECAST: The past and present ruling class of Zimbabwe has long run the 
country into ruin. We forecast that economic and social conditions will continue to 
dramatically decline, and the nation will devolve into civil protests and violent 
government crackdowns. 


In addition, more citizens will flee for safe-haven alternatives, risking their lives to 
escape the violence, poverty, crime, and corruption. 


ECUADOR: HIDE AND SEEK 
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As reported in the 8 October Trends Journal, thousands of Ecuadorian workers, 
indigenous people, and students took to the streets to protest rampant government 
corruption and lack of employment. 


Last February, Ecuador’s President, Lenin Moreno, made a deal with the IMF for a 
$4.2 billion loan. 


As part of the deal, he issued some $1.4 billion in government cutbacks, which have 
deepened hardship among the general public. 


Protestors took to the streets and are rioting over government measures that canceled 
fuel subsidies and weakened labor protections... while generous tax breaks were 
offered to corporations. 


They’re demanding a repeal of the austerity measures and the resignation of President 
Moreno. 


In response, Morena decreed a state of emergency, suspending civil rights and 
allowing authorities to seize public and private property. 


With protests escalating out of control and turning more violent, rather than face the 
consequences or address the public’s concerns, President Morena exited the capitol 
Quito, moving government headquarters to safer quarters... the coastal city of 


Guayaqui. 


As of last week, over 1,000 arrests of demonstrators had been reported. 


20 


And on Saturday, 12 October, Morena declared, "I have ordered the Armed Forces 
Joint Command to immediately undertake all the necessary measures and operations," 
Moreno said. "We are going to restore order in all of Ecuador." 


PUBLISHER'S NOTE: After 11 days of demonstrations, "necessary measures and 
operations" failed and protestors prevailed. 


“Comrades, this deal is a compromise on both sides,” Moreno said. “The Indigenous 
mobilization will end and Decree 863 will be lifted.” 


Bowing to the escalating protests, late Sunday, President Moreno pledged to withdraw 
from an IMF-backed program that raised fuel prices. The agreement with indigenous 
leaders, which still has important details to work out, puts in place a new economic 
policy of government spending cuts and taxes to increase revenues. 


PUBLISHER'S NOTE: What has been made clear in Ecuador is "Power to the People” 
can prevail. But currently in the U.S. and other “developed” nations, a “What can we 
do?” helpless/whiney mentality is the mantra. 


ROMANIAN GOVERNMENT TOPPLED 


The ruling Social Democratic Party of Romania suffered a no-confidence motion by 
opposition parties, who have claimed rampant corruption and attacks the rule of law. 


The party has faced accusations of graft since taking over the reins of government in 
December of 2016. Last year, the government fired the head of Romania’s anti- 
corruption agency and, in 2017, it de-criminalized many forms of corruption. 


TREND FORECAST: As the “Greatest Depression” intensifies and economic 
conditions deteriorate, protests will escalate against ruling parties. 


Across the globe it will be Civil War: the People against the Hit Men (the military and 
the police). 


Hired hands, paid for by taxpayers. 
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But instead of protecting the public, they protect rulers and ruling class interests. 


HEALTH MATTERS 


READY TO EXPLODE, READY TO IMPLODE 


One of our Top 10 Trends for 2019, “Ready to Explode” is getting bigger. 


According to a study published in The Lancet earlier this year, over two billion people 
— nearly 30 percent of the world’s population — are either obese or overweight. The 
study analyzed trending data from 188 countries. 


The highest percentage of obese people are in countries with the most modern 
economies. Congratulations USA: We are the World's Heavyweight Champ. We're 
#1! 


More than just a heavy health cost on grossly overweight individuals, the excess 
weight is also taking a toll on the global economy. 


The report, “America's Obesity Crisis: The Health and Economic Impact of Excess 
Weight,” produced by the Milkin Institute, includes data showing that the impact of 
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obesity and overweight on the U.S. economy is more than $1.7 trillion, which equals 
9.3 percent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 


The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development concludes the number 
of overweight adults reduces GDP by an average of 3.3 percent globally, with modern 
economies spending over 8 percent of total health budgets on obesity issues. The U.S. 
has the highest rate at 14 percent. 


More than one in three adults in Mexico and New Zealand are very overweight and 
more than one in four in Australia, Canada, Chile, and Hungary. 


The McKinsey Global Institute reports that the economic impact of obesity amounts to 
$2 trillion annually, which works out to about 2.8 percent of the global GDP. 


The epidemic has been traced to lower productivity, which is costing employers an 
additional $506 per worker annually, as a result of increased levels of medical claims 
and sick days. 


The report shows that people with a body mass index of 40 or more will probably earn 
about 5 percent less than workers who maintain a more normal weight. 


The OECD report concludes that overweight adult workers have higher absentee rates 
and are less productive when showing up on the job. 


Hugh Waters, director of health economics research at the Milken Institute, has stated 
that "Despite the billions of dollars spent each year on public health programs and 
consumer weight-loss products, the situation isn't improving," and that "a new 
approach is needed." 


TREND FORECAST: The heavy media hype of millennials and Gen Z going healthy 
and eating “clean foods” (a trend coined by Gerald Celente in the 1993 Trends Journal) 
is unsubstantiated by the numbers. 


Yes, there will be a continuing growing market in sectors such as organic, plant-based, 


and juicing, however, it will account for but a small percentage of the total 
population s addiction to junk/fast/low-quality food. 
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For OnTrendpreneurss, a huge market exists for new, innovative weight loss/fitness 
products and programs. 


HI-TECH SCIENCE 


FIRST GAS STATION GOES ELECTRIC 


by Ben Daviss 


A U.S. first but not the last: a gas station in Takoma Park, MD, has taken out its gas 
pumps, ripped up its underground fuel tanks, and replaced that infrastructure with 
electric car chargers. 


The station's owner was motivated only partly by his teenage daughter's 
environmental concerns. The rest of the decision was purely business. 

Maryland is home to more than 20,000 electric cars, with hundreds traveling through 
this Washington, DC suburb every day. Still, the town had only two public charging 
stations. Those two often have waiting lines that include cabs from Takoma Park's all- 
electric taxi company. 


Now drivers can pull into the converted gas station and connect to any of four 200kW 
chargers that will deliver an 80 percent battery "fill-up" in 30 minutes or less. While 
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they wait, customers can go into the station’s convenience store and eat, shop, cruise 
the web, and check automated screens that show their chargers’ progress. 


To help the gas station make the transition, the Electric Vehicle Institute and the 
Maryland Energy Administration chipped in grants totaling $786,000 to swap out 
pumps for chargers and clean up leaks from the underground gas tanks. 


TRENDPOST: Converting gas stations to electric charging stops will be only a 
transitional measure. By 2030, chargers will be dotting parking lots at supermarkets, 
hospitals, restaurants, gyms, and anywhere that people spend a bit of time. Today's gas 
stations will be freed up for conversion to coffee bars, hair salons, and other specialty 
shops — all with their own electric car chargers. 


FROM GENES TO CURES 


by Ben Daviss 


In September, more than 150 geneticists from 19 countries convened — in Cambridge, 

MA and on-line - to strategize about speeding research from spotting genes associated 
with specific common illnesses to figuring out how those genetic triggers work and on 
to cures. 


Dubbed the International Common Disease Alliance, or ICDA, the group is modeled 
after the Human Genome Project. Like its predecessor, the IDCA aims to create a 
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research “ecosystem” in which each partner’s expertise helps expand the universe of 
knowledge. 


Many common diseases arise from interactions among various genetic variations 
instead of just one. The ICDA plans to coordinate efforts among bioscientists, 
computer experts, and drug developers to track down those mechanisms and translate 
that knowledge into medical treatments. 


The ICDA’s goal is not only to speed understanding but also to target scientific, 
technological, business, communication, and regulatory barriers that might slow 
progress toward turning genetic knowledge into practical ways to end illnesses. 


To do that, the alliance has formed several working groups in areas such as connecting 
specific genetic variations to changes in the way molecules work; negotiating the 
sharing of information among institutions; and research ethics. 


TRENDPOST: Formed in 1990, the global Human Genome Project cracked the human 
genetic code in 13 years. Since then, science has charted more than 70,000 portions of 
the human genome associated with illnesses ranging from heart disease to 
schizophrenia. If the ICDA is successful, by 2030 we could see the group's work 
shaving years off the time it now takes for genetic discoveries to become cures. 


NEW FAMILY OF SUPER-HARD MATERIALS 


by Ben Daviss 


Scientists at Lehigh University in Pennsylvania have used data science, also known as 
informatics, to create a new class of super-hard alloys that could lead to crash-resistant 
vehicles and better protection for soldiers in combat. 
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The researchers used a variety of sophisticated computer algorithms that compared 
and correlated the properties of different materials and then suggested combinations 
of materials that would enhance each other’s hardness. Then the team made test 
batches of the new materials and examined their molecular structure to verify factors 
such as structural integrity. 


TRENDPOST: The tools that the scientists developed can be used widely by 
investigators looking into so-called “high-entropy alloys” — previously untested 
combinations of materials which yield unusual properties such as startling toughness 
or electrical conductivity. By 2025, high-entropy alloys will become crucial structural 
elements in military vehicles and, by 2030, will be making their way into vehicle 
chassis and other consumer products. 
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